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REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. __ |l9» s. 2026

FINAL REMINDERS AND PREPARATIONS FOR THE ADMINISTRATION
OF THE PISA FOR SCHOOLS 2026 PILOT IMPLEMENTATION

To:  Schools Division Superintendents

1: The Department of Education, through the Office of the Undersecretary for
Learning Systems, issued DM-OULS-2026-385 dated September 9, 2026, titled
“Final Reminders and Preparations for the Administration of the PISA for Schools
2026 Pilot Implementation.”

2. The Memorandum provides final reminders and clarifications on the scope
and coverage of PISA for Schools, the final list of participating schools, and the
approved testing windows.

3. In this connection, the Regional Office I, through the Curriculum and Learning
Management Division (CLMD), shall conduct an online meeting with the PISA — Based
Test for Schools (PBTS) Division and School Testing Personnel to discuss the final
reminders and preparations for the administration of the test.

4. The following personnel shall participate in the online meeting:
a. Chief of the Curriculum and Implementation Division;
b. Education Program Supervisor in English, Science, and Mathematics;
c. Division Testing Coordinators, Division Information Technology Officers of
the concerned Schools Division Offices;
c. School Heads, Test Administrators, School InformationTechnology Officer
of the identified PISA 2026 participating schools.

5: The meeting shall be conducted through Microsoft Teams on September 17,
2026 at 10:00 to 12:00 pm. The meeting link and other necessary instructions shall
be provided through the official Group Chat (GC) of the Division Testing
Coordinators.

6. For clarification and other concerns, please coordinate with the Curriculum
and Learning Management Division (CLMD), DepEd Regional Office I through
telephone number (072) 682-2324 local 120 and email at
clmd.regionl@deped.gov.ph
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6. For information and guidance.

ESTELA P. LEON-CARINO, EdD, CESO III
Director IV/Regional Director ‘9/

Encl.: None
Reference: DepEd Memorandum DM-OULS-2026-385 dated September 9, 2026
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index:

under the subjects:
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Republic of the Philippines

Department of Education
OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR LEARNING SYSTEMS

MEMORANDUM
DM-OULS-2026-385

FOR : REGIONAL DIRECTORS
SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
HEADS OF PISA FOR SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

ron - ol Ll

Undersecretary for Learning Systems

SUBJECT : FINAL REMINDERS AND PREPARATIONS FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE PISA FOR SCHOOLS 2026 PILOT
IMPLEMENTATION

DATE : September 9, 2026

This refers to the Joint Memorandum dated July 14, 2026, titled “Notice of
Participation of All Sampled Schools in the PISA-Based Test for Schools (PBTS)
Philippines and Conduct of School Readiness Audit,” which provides for the
administration of PISA for Schools and the preparations for the PBTS
implementation.

In view thereof, this Memorandum provides clarifications on the scope and coverage
of PISA for Schools, the final list of participating schools, and the approved testing
windows.

PISA for Schools is an OECD-supported computer-based test that uses the same
assessment framework as the PISA Main Survey, which evaluates 15-year-olds’
proficiency in Reading, Mathematics, and Science, and their ability to apply
knowledge in real-world contexts. It uses a lighter-touch and more flexible
implementation approach while retaining the internationally benchmarked
framework of the PISA Main Survey. While the PISA Main Survey follows a fixed
international cycle every four years that enables global comparison of education
systems, PISA for Schools can be implemented more regularly between PISA Main
Survey cycles. Overall, PISA for Schools focuses on collective learning and
improvement within the education sector, and results shall not be used for any
associated rankings.

The assessment is developmental and diagnostic in nature and is intended to support
school and system improvement. To ensure the smooth and successful conduct of
the assessment, all concerned are advised of the following:

a. Testing Windows

The revised and approved testing windows are as follows:

16" floor, TechZone Building, Department of Education, 213 Sen. Gil J. Puyat, Makati City Email Addres
meo.od@deped.gov.ph | Website: www.deped.gov.ph
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Regional Cluster of Testing Windows Deadline of
Schools Confirmation
{\’I (I:II,QIII, V-4, CaR, September 16 - 25 September 15
V, VI, VII, VIII, September 23 -
MIMAROPA, NIR October 2 Septeniher 18
IX, X, XI, XII, CARAGA, September 30 — S i
BARMM October 9 e

Regional Offices shall inform the PISA for Schools Team of the administration
dates selected by participating schools within their respective jurisdictions on
or before the prescribed deadlines for coordination and monitoring purposes.

b. Final List of Participating Schools

Enclosed is the final list of schools participating in the PISA for Schools
assessment, jointly confirmed in consultation with the respective Regional
Offices (ROs) and Schools Division Offices (SDOs).

c. ICT Equipment, Facilities, and Connectivity

Participating schools may use their existing ICT equipment, facilities, and
related materials for the assessment, provided that these comply with the
technical requirements specified in the Joint Memorandum dated July 14,
2026, titled “Notice of Participation of All Sampled Schools in the PISA-Based
Test for Schools (PBTS) Philippines and Conduct of School Readiness Audit.”

Schools that do not have available or adequate computers, laptops, or internet
connectivity for their test takers shall coordinate with their respective SDOs.
The SDOs shall facilitate, monitor, and document any resource-sharing
mechanism or arrangement between the concerned participating school and
a non-participating public school with adequate resources. The respective ROs
shall provide oversight and technical guidance throughout the process.

Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
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