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REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. O] s. 2026

CONDUCT OF FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION FOR THE 2026 PISA-BASED TEST
FOR SCHOOLS (PBTS) PHILIPPINES

To:  Schools Division Superintendents

L. The Department of Education Regional Office I, through the Curriculum and
Learning Management Division (CLMD), shall conduct a Focus Group Discussion
(FGD) for the 2026 PISA - Based Test for Schools (PBTS) Philippines to gather
relevant information, experiences, insights, and recommendations that will support
the effective preparation and implementation of the assessment.

2. The following personnel shall participate in the Focus Group Discussion:
a. Division Testing Coordinators of the concerned Schools Division Offices;
b. Education Program Supervisors (EPS) in English, Mathematics, and
Science of the concerned Schools Division Offices;

c. School Heads of the identified PISA 2026 participating schools;

d. PISA School Focals/School Coordinators of the identified PISA 2025 and
2026 participating schools; and

e. School Heads of the PISA 2025 participating schools, who shall serve
as resource persons during the FGD by sharing their experiences,
practices, challenges, lessons learned, and recommendations from the
PISA 2025 administration.

3. The FGD shall generally cover the following areas:
a. experiences and lessons learned from the PISA 2025 administration;
b. preparations and readiness requirements for PISA 2026;
c. roles and responsibilities of school heads and other concerned personnel;
d. school-level challenges and possible interventions;
e. coordination and communication mechanisms; and
f. recommendations to strengthen the region's preparation and
implementation of PISA 2026.

4. The meeting shall be conducted through Microsoft Teams on September 3,
2026 at 9:00 to 12:00 pm. The meeting link and other necessary instructions shall
be provided through the official Group Chat (GC) of the Division Testing
Coordinators.

5. The Schools Division Offices concerned are hereby directed to ensure the
attendance and active participation of the concerned school heads. The Division
Testing Coordinators shall likewise provide the necessary coordination and support
to their respective schools.
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6. The Presentation Guidelines for the PISA 2025 School Heads, which provide
the prescribed content, format, and other instructions for the presentation, are
attached to this Memorandum as Annex A and shall form an integral part hereof.

7. For clarification and other concerns, please coordinate with the Curriculum
and Learning Management Division (CLMD), DepEd Regional Office I through
telephone number (072) 682-2324 local 120 and email at
clmd.regionl@deped.gov.ph

8. For information and guidance.

ESTELA P. LEON-CARINO, EdD, CESO III
Director IV/Regional Director

Encl.: Presentation Guidelines, PISA Schools

Reference: None
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Enclosure 1

PRESENTATION GUIDELINES

To facilitate the sharing of experiences and good practices, the School Heads of the
PISA 2025 participating schools are requested to present their experiences in the
preparation and administration of PISA. Each school head shall be given an
opportunity to share a brief presentation (maximum of six minutes) focusing on the
following:

a. School Profile and PISA Participation — brief introduction of the school and its
participation in PISA 2025;

b. Preparatory Activities - key activities undertaken by the school prior to the PISA
administration, including the orientation of school personnel, learners, parents,
and other stakeholders;

c. School-Level Practices and Strategies — effective practices, mechanisms, and
strategies adopted by the school to ensure the readiness and participation of the
identified learners and concerned personnel;

d. Challenges and Issues Encountered - significant challenges encountered during
the preparation and administration of PISA and how these were addressed;

¢. Lessons Learned - important insights and experiences that may guide the new
PISA 2026 participating schools; and

f. Recommendations - practical recommendations and reminders for the new PISA
2026 schools based on the school's actual experience.
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Enclosure 2
PISA Schools

SDO 2025 PISA Cycle 2026 PISA-BASED TEST FOR
SCHOOLS (PBTS) PHILIPPINES
Northern Naguilian National

Regional Science High School High School
La Union Naguilian National High School -

Tanglag National High School

Pangasinan I

Anda National High School

Tococ National High School

Pangasinan National High School

St. Columban’s School Inc.

Malasiqui National High School

Pangasinan II

San Vicente Integrated School

San Fabian National High
School

Don Amadeo Perez National

Saint Philomena's Academy

High School

San Fernando

City

Lingsat Integrated School -

Vineyard School

Ilocos Sur

Philippine Science High School

San Juan National High
School

Ilocos Norte

Solsona National High School

Sto. Tomas National High
School

Candon City Candon National High School
San Carlos Speaker Eugenio Perez
City - National Agricultural School
City of Batac National High
Batac City - School Poblacion
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